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India still ranks very
low in passport
strength, according
to an annual
survey, which has
placed Japan and
Singapore at the
top spot.

By Ramesh
Chakrapani

INDIA'S GLOBAL

__FRANCE mue
, P

s, &
raie i Boi S

PASSPORT POWER

he Henley Passport Index, which

measures the strength of passports of
all nations on the basis of the the number
of destinations their holders can access
without a prior visa, has ranked India 86th
for 2019. Indian passport holders can
travel to 58 destinations across the world
either visa-free, after obtaining visa on

RANKING IN arrival or with an electronic visa.

PAST DECADE According to the index website,
% the ranking is based on data from
. the International Air Transport
o6 ~ /\ Association  (IATA).  The index
ea \ / N \ includes 199 passports and 227
82 \ travel destinations, including micro-
g0V \ A states and territories.
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the top spot, with visa-free or visa-

spot were Finland and South Korea (187
destinations), followed by Denmark,
Italy and Luxembourg at third place (186
destinations), France, Spain and Sweden
at fourth spot (185 destinations) and
Austria, the Netherlands, Portugal and
Switzerland tied at fifth spot with 184
destinations.

Afghanistan’s passport was the weakest,
with access to only 25 destinations. Iraq,
Syria, Pakistan and Somalia were the
other nations at the bottom of the barrel.

India’s ranking was 8lst in 2018, 87th
in 2017 and 85th in 2016. It stood 75th in
20009.

The biggest improvement in the past
decade was seen in United Arab Emirates,
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dislodging Germany,l .Whlc.h held steepest fall was seen in Nigeria, which
2eEL5 38858 g thenumero uno position in 2018 o % Togih biace in 2019 from 67th in
8 « 8 8§ & 8§ 8 8 & §  Along with Germany in the second 2009 P
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STRONGEST

PASSPORTS
IN 2019

1st &
Visa-free .
access to 189

destinations Japan Singapore
Visa-free \.
Ny
access to 187
destinations Finland Germany S. Korea
3rd T | I I —
Visa-free
access o186 1 N |
destinations Denmark Italy Luxembourg
Visa-free i
access to 185 s BB
destinations France Spain Sweden
5th I ® H
Visa-free 8
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destinations Austria  Netherlands Portugal Switzerland

WEAKEST
PASSPORTS

IN 2019

105th
Visa-free
access to 31

destinations Somalia
106th ~
Visa-free
access to 30

destinations Pakistan
107th I
Visa-free

access to 29
destinations Syria
108th |
Visa-free ikl &
accessto27 NN
destinations Iraq
109th

Visa-free

access to 25

destinations  Afghanistan
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INDIA RANKED 86™ IN 2019

58 destinations to access

ASIA (11)

® Bhutan

m Cambodia
® Indonesia

m Laos

® Macao (SAR
China)

m Maldives

m Myanmar

® Nepal

® SriLanka

m Thailand

m Timor-Leste

CARIBBEAN (10)
@ British Virgin
Islands

® Dominica

@ Grenada

o Haiti

® Jamaica

® Montserrat

@ St. Kitts and Nevis
m St. Lucia

@ St. Vincent and
the Grenadines
@ Trinidad and

SOURCE: Henley Passport Index This infogra”phic shows the ;uuntries that oﬂccupy the highe;t and lowest ra"r;’l;s Tobago
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BIGGEST CLIMBERS 2009 TO 2019 m Cape Verde
Islands m Bolivia
+41 +24 +21 m Comores Islands @ Ecuador
~ © m Ethiopia @ El Salvador
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a 3 m Gabon m Suriname
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+24 q, g o1 19 m Guinea-Bissau
wn P
o +19 m Kenya WEST ASIA (4)
® Madagascar ® Armenia
® Mauritania ®Iran
® Mauritius m Jordan
m Mozambique ® Qatar
L ® Senegal EUROPE (1)
Seychell
2019 20 52 30 51 41 56 45 " oeye ? es @ Serbia
m Somalia
2009 61 76 54 72 62 75 64 m Tanzania ® Visa-free access
= Togo W Visa on arrival
® Tunisia )
BIGGEST FALLERS 2009 TO 2019 © E-Visa
m Uganda
® Zimbabwe
OCEANIA (9)
® Cook Islands
o Fiji
.25 .25 o5 o5 m Marshall Islands
29 28 o Micronesi R
31 icronesia
I [ ] o Niue
*  * [ +*
I I — - — I I I I W Palau Islands
m Samoa
2019 67 53 73 82 65 65 64 m Tuvalu
2009 98 82 101 107 90 90 89 ® Vanuatu
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