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Growing

orest

India's forest cover has been growing in recent years, with a steep rise
in the extent of very dense forests, but the loss of over 20,000 sq km of
moderately dense forests is a cause for concern. By RAMESH CHAKRAPANI
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ndia’s forest cover has increased by country’s forest cover fell sharply from Chanage in the country's . .
5,871 square kilometres from the 6,40,819 sq km in 1987 to 6,33,397 pebint- bl s v,?,., Madhya Pradesh has the higheSt forest cover in the
government's 2011 assessment to sq km in 1997, before recovering to country, followed by Arunachal Pradesh, Maharash-
6,97,898 sq km or 69.79 million hec-  6,90,899 sq km in 2007 and 6,92,027 sq Yo D o tra, Orissa and [undivided) Andhra Pradesh. Assam
tares, according to the Indian State km in 2011. il areq and the nerth-eastern States toget_her account for
of Forest Repart 2013 released by the Forest cover as a percentage of the s k) more than a quarter of the country’s total forest caver.
Forest Survey of India (F5I) under the country’s total geographic area reached
Ministry of Environment and Faorests. an all-time high of 21.23 in 2013. 1987 R 19.49 CLASSIFICATION e 1
Forest cover is distinct from forest It stood at 19.49 per cent in 1987, 1989 | 6,38,804 | 19.43 Forests are classified into very dense forests, mod-
area, which usually refers to all the dipped to 19.27 per cent in 1997 be- 1991 | &39.364 | 19.45 erately dense forests and open forests. 7,89,164 sq km (78.92 million hectares), or 24.01 per
geographic areas recorded as forestin  fore rising again in 2001 to cross the == The FSl figures show that while the extent of very .5t ot the country's total geographic area.
government records. 20-percentage-point mark [20.55 per S (PO P dense forests zoomed from 51,285 sq km in the 2003 With urbanisation in the country on the rise, up
The report defines forest cover asall  cent), after which it has stayed above 20 1995 | 638879 19.43 assessment ta 83,502 sq km, a leap of 63 per cent, the {3, 2781 per cent in 2001 to 31.14 per cent in 2011,
lands greater than one hectare inarea  per cent. 1997 | 6,33,397 | 19.27 area under moderately dense forests fell 5 per cent according to Census 2011 figures, and a correspond-
having a tree canopy density of more According to the FSI report, the T from 3,39,279 sq km to 3,18,745 sq km in the latest ing rise in the urban population, the need for urban
than 10 per cent. survey was made using latest satellita 1999 Qe 19-39 assessment. The extent of open forests was up at tree cover has never been more acute.
Thus, forest cover indicates pres- data for wall-to-wall mapping of the 2001 | 675538 @ 20.55 2,95,601 sq kmn from 2,87,769 sq km a decade earlier. The latest FSI data show that Tamil Nadu topped
ence of trees over any tract of land. country’s forests on a biennial cycle. 2003 6,768,333  20.64 TREE COVER the States with a total urban tree cover of 1,509 5q
The F5I has been assessing the The biennial report contains infor- 2005 | 677,088 & 20.60 . km, which accounts for 12.08 per cent of its total
state of Indian forests since 1987 and mation about district-wise forest cover — K The tree cover of the country was estimated at urban area.
data from its reports reveal that the assessmant of the States and changes et d 91,266 5q km (9.13 million hectares), and together, Kerala, which stoed fourth, was number one in
2011 692027 | 21.05 the total forest and tree cover of the country was terms of percentage of urban area (38.17 per centl.
2013 4,97 898 21.23
2013 forest cover In key States (In sq km)
- \ Forest cover In Indla :;p.g‘smt:‘;;.l? urtan
22'538 1 10_1‘ =" 14 6831 26.83 States & Union Deagraphical Very Mod. Opsn Total
Sy urr:m PRADESH Non-forest Taritories area dense | densa | formst
UTTARAKHAND e UNACHAL PRADESH forast | forest
24,508 | 45.82 4, 349|59s 71.51%
gt ( 67,321180.39 Urban | %of Mizoram 21081 | 138 | 5900 13,016 | 19,054
"L NAGALAND treecover | urban
RAJASTHAN ) ® DELhI . 27 671 | 35 28 13,044 1 78.68 (sq km] ey A&N Islands 8,249 3,754 | 2,413 | D44 5,711
16,086 14,70 ’ Total ArunachalPradesh | 83,743 20,828 31,414 15079 | 67,321
GUMARAT ;‘2";';“0 7610 forest cover Tamil Nadu 1,509 | 12.08 Nagaland 16579 | 1,298 | 4736 | 7,010 | 13044
14,6531 7.43. el = 2 1 _23% ] Maharashtra 1,373 18.78 Meghalaya 22,429 449 | 9,689 | 7,150 | 17,288
§ 19,054 1 90.38 4 Karnataka 1,274 2469 Manipur 22,327 728 4094 10,148 | 14,990
\) MEGHALAYA Kerala 1,241 38.17 Tripura 10,486 109 4,641 | 3,116 | 7,846
;;':;‘;2"':“;?:5 g BENKLZBS | 72.08 Gujarat 1210 | 23.15 Goa 3702 | 543 | 585 | 1,091 | 2,219
16.805 | 18.93 Madhya Pradesh 996 14.30 Sikkim 7,096 G500 | 2,181 | &97 3,358
EEHZZA;HIT:; - ODISHA ’ Serub Very Uttar Pradesh 814 12.45 Kerala 38,843 1,529 | 9,401 | 6,992 | 17,922
' o 50,347 | 32.33 1.26% ﬁ;’: AndhraPradesh* 809 17.04 Uttarakhand 53,483 4,785 | 14,111 5612 | 24508
;‘2‘ :’gﬁ 1 a‘ﬁ“”' ANDHRA PRADESH [undivided] 'g':::t Mod 2 529 Rajasthan 702 12.92 Chhattisgarh 135191 | 4,153 | 34,865 16,603 | 55,621
’ : 46,116 116.77 8.99% f“;::f ' Wast Bengal 464 13.95 Assam 78438 | 1444 | 11,345 14,882 | 27,671
:E;‘;"; 214642 -~ ;A:;ﬂ;zzﬂ'i-"l - B sqkm M percentage of afea 9.70% * Data pertain to undivided Andhra Pradesh INFOBRAPHIC BY T.5. VLIAYANANDAN
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