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Dalit nation

The findings of Census 2011 provide remarkable
insights into the lives of Dalits across the country, clearly
demonstrating that the government must go the extra
mile if it is serious about inclusive growth. By RAMESH

CHAKRAPANI

HE Socio-Economic and Caste
TCensus 2011 has stirred up a

controversy after the government
refused to release some findings from
the data. But months before it became
the eye of a storm, the government
had released thorough and insightful
statistics on how people belonging
to the Scheduled Castes (S.C.s] live,
which went practically unnoticed.

The data, from Census 2011, give
a clear picture of the socio-economic
situation of the S.C.s, with details on
the States where they are in signifi-
cant numbers, their presence in rural
and urban areas, the condition of their
dwellings, their access to drinking
water, the presence or absence of toi-
lets, the type of fuel used for cooking,
and the number of households avail-
ing themselves of banking services
and owning assets such as radios,
televisions, telephones, computers,
two-wheelers and four-wheelers.

Of the 4,42,26,917 S.C. house-
holds in the country, 3,29,19,665 or
over 74 per cent live in rural ar-
eas and 1,13,07,252 in urban areas.
The distribution is similar in most
States, with the exception of Gu-
jarat and Maharashtra. Gujarat is
the odd man out among all States,
with more S.C. households in urban
areas (5.04 lakh) than in rural areas
(4.91 lakh). In Maharashtra, which
has a total of 33.11 lakh households,
17.77 lakh are located in rural areas
and 15.34 lakh in urban areas.

A look at the distribution of Dalits
across States shows that 60 per
cent of the entire S.C population is
concentrated in six States: Uttar
Pradesh (76.49 lakh households),
West Bengal (51.40 lakh), Tamil Nadu
(37.59 lakh), (undivided) Andhra
Pradesh (36.71 lakh), Maharashtra
(33.11 lakh) and Bihar (32.30 lakh).

According to the findings, more
than 91 per cent of all the households
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live in good or livable residences,
an encouraging sign of the progress
in their living conditions over the
years. It is also encouraging to note
that 3,98,20,398 households, over
90 per cent, live in own residences.
However, data on the number of
dwelling rooms present a distress-
ing picture. Of the total, 2,06,16,913
households live in houses with just
one dwelling room and 1,39,24,073
get by with just two rooms, and
they account for 78 per cent of all
S.C. households in the country.
Only about 30 lakh households
have at least four rooms at home.
The data also show that some
1,75,35,781 households depend
on handpumps for drinking water,
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while 1,29,80,745 access tap wa-
ter from a treated source, together
accounting for 70 per cent of all
S.C. households in the nation.

The main source of lighting is
electricity in 2,61,04,596 households,
or 59 per cent of the total, which
may be a measure of how success-
ful the government’s electrification
programme has been. One must note
that even with universal electrifi-
cation, kerosene is still the chief
source of lighting for 1,74,64,007
households all over India, 1,61,36,903
of them in rural areas. The data
are an illustration of how electric-
ity is yet to reach millions of mar-
ginalised people in rural areas.

A crucial metric of quality of life
is the availability of toilets within
the premises, and on this count S.C.
households still lag behind, with only
1,49,75,126, about 34 per cent of the
total, falling under this category. It
is distressing to note that 1,82,616
households still dispose night soil into
an open drain, while 64,111 depend
on a human to remove night soil.

According to the census data, for
more than 50 per cent of all peo-
ple belonging to S.C. communities
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HOUSEHOLDS:
OWNERSHIP

In own house
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