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The death penalty .

Many countries, including India, use it to tackle real or perceived threats. BY R.K. RADHAKRISHNAN
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1 China
Carried out more executions than
the rest of the world combined
but figures remain a state secret.

2 lIran

In addition to the 289 executions

officially announced, Amnesty Reported death sentences 2014
International believes at least 454 B

more were carried out. 3009*
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3 Saudi Arabia

More than half of the executions
were for non-lethal crimes.

4 lraq

Death sentences were often
passed after grossly unfair trials. 5

b,

Reported executions 20714
3507 ‘ 5 United States 175

. ) Fewer executions and a decrease
+ sign indicates that Amnes in death sentences imposed. 814 794 794
o Q

2897 has reason to belie\‘/e that th 33
° \ . \ O sud o[>0 441|264 0 8+
true number is greater. udan °

Civilians prosecuted in military 0

courts that carry the death penalty.
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Increase in the number of
175 executions.
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Fewer executions recorded.

90+ @ Taiwan

61+ Five executions; One crime
° removed from the list of capital
35 29 offences.
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1 (@ Palestine, Gaza Strip
—0— Executions and death sentences
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in Hamas-controlled Gaza,
occupied Palestinian territories.
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Executions after unfair trials,
if any, and often for non-lethal
crimes such as corruption.
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Every time a judge in an Indian court uses the term that 64 persons were sentenced to death in 2014, down
“rarest of rare”, what follows is the pronouncement of the ~ from 72 in 2013.
death penalty. It appears that the judges go by the crime Though 72 persons were sentenced to death in 2013, one

and the proven charges and then pronounce the hanging was carried out (that of Afzal Guru, who was
maximum punishment. Amnesty International’s latest convicted on a terror charge that activists say was deeply
report, “Death Sentence and Executions in 2014,” says flawed). Actually, there have only been three executions in
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