DATA CARD

Troubled world

The world has become less peaceful

than in 2008, says the 2013
Global Peace Index.

The Global Peace Index (GPI] is a measure
of global peacefulness. Itis produced by the
Institute for Economics and Peace (IEP),
which gauges ongoing domestic and inter-
national conflict, safety and security in so-
ciety, and militarisation in 162 countries by
taking into account 22 separate indicators.
The GPI defines peace as “the absence of
violence and the absence of the fear of
violence”. All of the GPlindicators are given
a normalised score on a scale of 1-5.

The overall GPI score assigned to each
country applies a weight of 60 per cent for
internal peace and 40 per cent for external
peace. Internal peace measures how
peaceful a country is internally and exter-
nal peace measures the state of peace be-
yond a country’s borders.

® Syria’s GPI score has
fallen by 70 per cent since

2008

® The total economic im-

pact of containing violence

is estimated to be $9.46

trillion in 2012

® In eastern and western Eu-

rope homicides are dropping,

contrary to global trends

® In the past year the drug war in Mexico
claimed twice as many lives as the con-
flicts in Iraq and Afghanistan

DRAWBACKS

According to Professor Anne-Marie
Slaughter of Princeton University, “peace
is defined not only by the absence of war,
or only the absence of conflict and in-
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HIGHLIGHTS OF THE 2013 GPI stability, but rather by the absence of vio- GPI rank of
® The world has become 5 per cent less lence and the freedom from being afraid South Asian
peaceful since 2008 of violence, such as dangers from drug countries
s . : . State of
® Dramaticrisein the number of homicides cartels, insurgents, gangs and domestic h
. o . peace Bhutan 20
drives reduction in world peace over the abuse”.
last year The emphasis on “penalising” states . Very high Nepal 82
® Europe is the most peaceful region in the for their military expenditure might skew High Bangladesh 105
world and South Asia the least peaceful the results, feel some critics. The index . .
A . . Medium Sri Lanka 110
® Iceland maintains its status as the most lacks a gender dimension, and leads to a
peaceful country, whilst war-ravaged Af- situation where some “peaceful” nations . Low Myanmar 140
ghanistan returns to the bottom of the in- may be the most violent to women and . Very low India 141
dex children. ; .
Not included Pakistan 157
. Afghanistan 162
Where BRICS members stand in GPI score, country rank and 5
the combined major factors (on a scale of 1to 5)
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Somalia

Libya

Nigeria

— Other Nations with
conflict deaths
Yemen

Afghanistan
Pakistan

Iraq
Cote d’lvoire

Mexico

South Sudan

Syria

Number of deaths from
internal conflict in 2012

4,101

30,828

3,604

10,436
5,295
5,146

9,153

5,474
3,108

25,371

2,871

72,900

Compiled by R. Suresh; Infographics by V. Srinivasan
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GPI Indicators of India

Perceived criminality

in society 4.0
Security officers & police 1.0
Homicides 2.0
Jailed population 1.0
Access to weapons 4.0
Organised conflict

(internal) 3.0
Violent demonstrations 3.0
Violent crime 3.0
Political instability 1.25
Political terror 4.0
Weapons imports 1.0
Terrorist activity 4.0
Deaths from conflict

(internal) 2.0

Military expenditure 1.60
Armed services personnel 1.0
U.N. peacekeeping funding 1.60
Nuclear and heavy weapons 5.0
Weapons exports 1.0
Displaced people 1.0
Neighbouring country

relations 3.0
Conflicts fought 5.0

The economic impact

Global violence
containment

expenditure

by category

(in per cent)

External conflict 0.03

°
IDPs and refugees 0.1

°
U.N. peacekeeping 0.1

°
Terrorism 0.1

o
Fear 0.4

Internal conflict 0.9

GDP losses from conflict 1.7

Incarceration &
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Private security 6.2
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Violent crime 6.3

Internal security 13.7

Homicides 15.1

Military
expenditure

51.2

107

FRONTLINE -

JULY 26,2013

Source: Vision of Humanity/ Institute of Economics and Peace



