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were infected and 45 died), and then
in 2007 in an isolated incident lim-
ited to one family in Nadia district
(in which five were infected and all
five died). Siliguri is about 15 kilo-
metres from the northern West
Bengal-Bangladesh border;
Belechupara in Nadia district is also
very close to the border.

Fruit bats belonging to thePtero-
podidae family are a natural reser-
voir for the virus; large fruit bats of
the genusPteropushavebeen implic-
ated as the primary source of the
virus in these outbreaks. While in
Malaysia and Singapore the trans-

mission was through the “spillover”
of the virus frombats of the speciesP.
vampyrus and P. hypomelanus
(primary hosts) into pigs (intermedi-
ary hosts), and then from pigs to hu-
mans (via pig-rearing farms and
related commercial activities) fol-
lowed by human-to-human trans-
mission, the source of the virus in
both the Bangladesh and West
Bengal outbreaks was the species P.
giganteus (the Indian flying fox). But
unlike the Malaysia-Singapore out-
breaks, the transmission here has
beendirect from the primary hosts to
humans.

India shares a nearly 4,100-km-
long border with Bangladesh, the
longest among the borders with its
neighbours.Of the IndianStates that
share their borders with Bangladesh,
WestBengal,which lies to thewest of
Bangladesh, shares the longest,
about 2,216 km. Since bats do not
recognise national boundaries and
fruit bats can fly hundreds of kilo-
metres—they can traverse up to
2,000 km in a year—the reach of the
species would naturally cover the en-
tire region of Bangladesh and its bor-
der States, enabling the cross-border
spread of the Nipah virus. The West


